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* The following is the testimony of R’ Syshe Heschel, son of the Kapitschinitzer Rebbe, as recorded by Jerome R.
Mintz (1930-1997; Professor of Anthropology and Jewish Studies at Indiana University) in his book Hasidlic People
(Harvard University Press, 1992), page 72 -

“Hitler marched into Austria in March 1938. After the annexation, the Anschluss, the persecutions of the Jews
became daily occurrences. My father and my older brother were badly beaten by the SS and by the local Nazi
hoodlums. As the terror mounted everyone thought of escaping, but my father wouldn't hear of it. How could
he leave his people behind? He maintained that it was his duty to stay with his Hasidim. One day, early on, the
Nazis herded all the Jews together and one of the highlights of their fun was to shave off the men’s peyes and
beards. The frightened people were lined up, helpless, terrified. When my father’s turn came he held out his index
finger and said to the Nazi soldier, ‘Bitte, please cut this off but [pointing to his beard] leave this on. The SS
man was taken aback and then, miracle of miracles, burst out laughing and told the other SS men about this
dumb Jew. For whatever reason he let my father go without touching his beard. In retrospect this incident must
have saved our lives. Subsequently the Nazis discovered that when they needed a photo event of a Jew being
humiliated they had no photogenic subjects anymore. Until someone remembered that there was a bearded
Jew left in Vienna. And so nearly every day my father was dragged out of the house and forced to march in front
of the jeering Austrian Nazis and made to mop up a freshly painted swastika on the street. Initially my father
insisted that he could tolerate the ordeal, that it wasn't that terrible an ordeal. But then they came each Shabbes
and the trauma and hurt of having to desecrate the Shabbes or yontev was more painful to him than any torture.
So finally he relented on not leaving Vienna. We left in February 1939, almost a year after the annexation. When
we left | was nine years old. My father then was a Rebbe on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, on Henry Street,
near the Boyaner”

* Heroes of Spirit — 100 Rabbinic Tales of the Holocaust by Rabbi Dovid Hoffman (Israel Bookshop Publications,
2009), page 320 -

“The Kapyschnitzer Rebbe, was renowned for his supreme kindness and great ahavas yisrael (love of ones fellow
Jew). On his weak and frail shoulders, he carried the pain and suffering of countless individuals, and often when
he heard of the problems of others, he would break down weeping uncontrollably. With the outbreak of the First
World War in 1914, R” Avraham Yehoshua fled with his family to Vienna. When Jewish life was shattered by the
German occupation of Vienna, the Rebbe was seized and forced to clean the streets to the amusement of the
jeering Germans. On one occasion in an attempt to humiliate the Rebbe, the Germans sent one of their officers to
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cut off his beard. The Rebbe promptly stuck out two fingers and told the officer, “Rather cut off my fingers,
but don’t touch my beard.” The German, startled by the Rebbe’s courage, left without carrying out his evil
orders. Despite the pleas of his chassidim that he flee Vienna, the Rebbe stayed put, refusing to leave his followers
behind. Tortures and threats did not bother him. Only when it became increasingly difficult to keep the Torah and
mitzvos did he finally give in and reluctantly agree to leave Vienna. On his arrival in America, the Rebbe settled in
the Lower East Side of New York where he opened his beis hamedrash (study hall) and immediately threw himself
into the task of saving the lives of the Yidden he had left behind in Europe”
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66. In the chronicles of Chassidim and their struggles under the Soviet tyrant, there were many ‘heroes! Many
who risked their lives and died al kiddush Hashem. In addition, the sacrifices made by their wives and children
is indescribable. But it isn't every day when we write of a chossid who died of heart failure when they forcibly
shaved his beard in prison...Such was Reb Berel Levertov, known among Lubavitcher chassidim as Berel
Kabilaker. “Now that the intense efforts needed to win the war were over, the Soviet authorities resumed
their persecution of Yiddishkeit. A new wave of arrests followed...on August 13, 1947, Father was arrested...
In prison, Father was interrogated mercilessly to extract information about others involved in the Chassidic
‘counter-revolutionary underground, and to get him to ‘confess’ to serious crimes...The prison rules required
everyone to shave. Father was ordered to shave off his beard, but adamantly refused. Many tried to change
his mind, for the prison rules were not to be trifled with, but Father would not be swayed. As a Chassid, he
felt strongly that a Jew must have a full beard, no matter what. Even during a typhus outbreak in World War
I, when strict orders had been given for everyone to shave for hygienic reasons — the fatal disease is carried
mainly by lice — Father would not hear of it. By keeping his beard, he could easily have caught it, but it did
not concern him at all. Even when he lay deathly sick in hospital in Bashkiria, he clutched his beard with
both hands even while sleeping to thwart any attempts by hospital staff to shave his beard. But in prison the
officers would not tolerate Father’s refusal to shave. One day they grabbed hold of him and held him down
while they shaved his beard. Father was heartbroken. It was too much for his frail body to bear. Before long, in
the arms of his friend, Reb Chayim Zalmen, he passed away from grief. The date was 7 Ellul, 5709 (1949)" (The
Man Who Mocked The KGB, by Rabbi Moshe Levertov [Author], Rabbi Daniel Goldberg [Editor], January 2002).
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77."Western influences had infiltrated the Yeshivos of that time, making ... beardless faces the norm .... Rav
Kalmanowitz therefore refused to shave, and the Roshei Yeshivah and his friends respected him for it” (A
Blazing Light in the Darkness: Rabbi Avrohom Kalmanowitz, Gaon in Torah, Hatzalah Legend and Torah Builder,
published by ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications; May, 2019, ch. 1, p. 40).
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